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o f  a n c ie n t  and modern G n ostic ism  are th e  sam e: th e  
same em phasis on e s o t e r ic  te a c h in g  and se c r e c y  
(which th e  modem G n o stic s  i n  The P la c e  o f  th e  L io n  
r e c e iv e d  from Mr. B e r r in g e r ) , th e  same em phasis 
on s p e c ia l  w r it in g s .  Y et, we must n o te  th a t  th e re  
i s  a v a s t  d i f f e r e n c e  betw een some o f  th e s e  modern 
G n o stic s :  some, l ik e  Mr. R ich ard son , and e v e n tu a lly  
Anthony and Damaris T ig h e , tu rn  ou t to  p o s s e s s  a 
tru e  g n o s is , w h ile  o th e r s  l ik e  Mr. F o s te r  and Dora 
Wilmot tu rn  out to  be under th e  power o f  d a im o n ia , 
who d e s tr o y  them.
1i . e .  th e  E p i s t l e s  to  th e  E p h esia n s , M agnesians, 
Romans, T r a l l ia n s ,  P h ila d e lp h ia n s , Sm ym aens, and 
to  P o lycarp .
2
L.W. Barnard "The Background o f  S t .  I g n a t iu s  
o f  A ntioch" V ig il ia e  C h r is tia n a e  17 ( 1963) pp. 193- 
206 .
3 The d e n ia l  o f  th e  b o d ily  r e a l i t y  o f  J e su s  
C h r is t  i s  c a l l e d  D ocetism . See S t .  I g n a t iu s ’ a t ta c k  
on t h i s  h e r e sy  in  M a g n esia n s X I.
A WORD FROMMISTRESS ELLWOOD
My name i s  G racia Fay E llw o o d , and I am th e  new 
e d it o r  o f  M y th lo re .
In tr o d u c in g  o n e s e l f  c a l l s  fo r  a s o r t in g  o u t o f  
th e  d i f f e r e n t  d im en sion s o f  o n e 's  p e r s o n a l i ty .
P eop le tend  to  d e f in e  th e m se lv e s  p r im a r ily  by what 
th ey  do ("I am a w r ite r " )  or by r e la t io n s h ip s  ("I  
am a m o th er .” ) I t  i s  a l s o  p o s s ib l e ,  though l e s s  
n e a t ,  to  d e f in e  o n e s e l f  by o n e 's  m ajor preoccu pa­
t io n s .  G oing t h i s  r o u t e ,  I  would say  th a t  what I 
th in k  ab out m ost i s  th e  G reat A d ven tu re, and th a t  
i t  i s  th e  p o in t  o f  u n i f i c a t io n  f o r  a lm o st e v e r y ­
th in g  e l s e  t h a t  i n t e r e s t s  me.
The G reat A dventure: a h e r o ic  f ig u r e  en co u n ters
d a n g ers, e v i l s ,  m y ste r io u s  e v e n ts ;  s t r u g g le s  d e s ­
p e r a te ly  w ith  them and i s  a lm o st b e s te d , but u lt im ­
a t e ly  w ins handsom ely.
The form s o f  th e  Adventure th a t  I en cou n tered  
f i r s t  were c h ie f l y  from th e  B ib le ,  and in v o lv e d  th e  
h e r o e s ' e n te r in g  th e  b e l ly  o f  a f i s h ,  or a p i t  or 
p r iso n  or c a v e , a l l  im ages c l o s e l y  an a logou s to  th e  
womb, so  th a t  r e b ir t h  s t i l l  i s  to  me th e  m ost b a s ic  
image o f  what ta k e s  p la c e  in  th e  Happy E nding.
As a f e m in is t  I a l s o  f in d  my d e e p e s t  sp r in g  in  
th e  A d venture; c e n te r in g  in  God a s  g iv e r  o f  new 
b ir t h ,  as u lt im a te  m other.
I am a ls o  in t e r e s t e d  in  p s y c h ic a l  r e s e a r c h ,  
p a r t ic u la r ly  r e t r o c o g n it io n .  T h is r e la t e s  to  th e  
Adventure in  s e v e r a l  w ays. The t a l e s  t h a t  I m ost 
en joy  in v o lv e  o th e r  w o r ld s , w ith  m arvels and won­
d ers som etim es an a logou s to  th o se  I  stu d y  as a p ara­
p s y c h o lo g is t .  Both in  f i c t i o n  and h i s t o r y ,  th e n , I 
lo v e  th e boundary where w orld s m eet. S ec o n d ly , i t  
has been ob served  th a t  p erso n s who have had e s p e c ­
i a l l y  g r u e l l in g  o r d e a ls  and v iv id  e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  
r e b ir th  o f te n  emerge w ith  supernorm al pow ers. 
T h ir d ly , in s ta n c e s  o f  r e t r o c o g n it io n  ( i . e .  v i s i o n s  
o f  p a s t  e v e n ts )  f r e q u e n t ly  in v o lv e  sym bols o f  th e  
Return to  th e  Womb, but seldom  do th ey  in c lu d e  the  
Happy Ending; i t  i s  a s  though th e  Adventure were 
a r r e s te d  in  m id -co u rse . In  W illia m s' D e sc e n t I n to  
H e ll th e  v is io n a r y  P a u lin e  o f f e r s  r e s o lu t io n  and 
r e b ir th  to  a b e le a g er ed  h e r o , but seldom  in  r e a l  
l i f e  have v i s i o n a r ie s  th ou gh t to  do s o .
Then th e r e  i s  p sy c h ic  k in s h ip ,  th e s o r t  o f
th in g  t h a t  ca u ses  p eop le  to  th in k  "I have been h ere  
before"  a t  a f i r s t  v i s i t ,  or "You have been mine 
before"  a t  a f i r s t  m ee tin g . I am in tr ig u e d  by th e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  th e  c o - in h e r e n c e  o f  th e s e  "fam­
i l i e s , "  spread  o u t over  sp ace  and t im e , may be th e  
means whereby ap p aren t d e f e a t s  o f  j u s t i c e  f in d  
t h e ir  r e s o lu t i o n s ,  and one p e r so n ’s  r e b ir t h  may be 
shared  by many.
A l l  t h i s  i n t e r e s t  in  ad ven tu re d oes n o t mean th a t  
my d a i ly  l i f e  c o n ta in s  much o f  i t  a t  p r e s e n t ,  which  
i s  f in e  w ith  me, A dventures are n a sty  d is tu r b in g  
uncom fortab le th in g s  th a t  make you l a t e  fo r  d in n e r .
My p e r so n a l p r e d i le c t io n s  are n o t  n e c e s s a r i ly  to  
be tak en  as in d ic a t o r s  fo r  th e  d ir e c t io n  o f  M y th lo re  
from now on. M y th lo re  w i l l  co n tin u e  to  p r in t  a r t ­
i c l e s  d e a l in g  w ith  many a s p e c ts  o f  myth and fa n ­
t a s y ,  to g e th e r  w ith  p o etry  and artw ork . H o p efu lly  
th e  l e t t e r  column w i l l  be l i v e l y  w ith  new i n s i g h t s , 
agreem ent and d isa g re em en t. (L e t te r s  n o t p r in te d ,  
or s u b s t a n t ia l ly  e d i t e d ,  w i l l  be answered p erson ­
a l l y .  )
* * *
A problem  a r i s e s  o c c a s io n a lly  i n  th e  m atter  o f  
a d d r e ss in g  fem ale  c o r re sp o n d en ts . Some women ob­
j e c t  to  "Mrs." or "Miss" becau se th ey  r e j e c t  the  
id e a  th a t  th ey  are  to  be p u b l ic ly  d e f in e d  by t h e ir  
r e la t io n s h ip ,  or ab sen ce t h e r e o f ,  to  a man. Be­
cau se our c u ltu r e  has lo n g  p e n a liz e d  s in g le  women, 
and becau se I  d o n 't  want anyone to  h u rt l i k e  t h a t ,
I have fa v o red  th e  use o f  "Ms." O th ers , however, 
d i s l i k e  "Ms;" th ey  are u ncom fortable w ith  i t s  a s s o c ­
i a t i o n s ,  or (a s  E v a n g e lin e  W alton charm ingly  put i t )  
" I t  makes me f e e l  to o  much l i k e  a m an u scrip t."
U n fo r tu n a te ly , u n le s s  p eop le  in d ic a t e  how th ey  
want to  be a d d r e sse d , I  c a n 't  t e l l  which to  u se .
I t  occurred  to  me to  go back , in  such  c a s e s ,  to  th e  
term fo r  w hich  "Mrs," "Miss" and "Ms." were a l l  
once a b b r e v ia t io n s ,  nam ely, " M istre ss ,"  Of cou rse  
th e word has a cq u ired  a n e g a t iv e  m eaning s in c e  
th e n , but n o t as a t i t l e ;  and i t  has a p le a s a n t ly  
a r c h a ic  f e e l  to  i t .* * *
May a l l  your A dventures have Happy E ndings. . . .
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